Biochemical aspects of H. pylori adhesion.
In analogy with Vibrio cholerae and other toxigenic enteropathogens such as Yersinia enterocolitica it seems most likely today that H. pylori by specific surface proteins binds to epithelial cell receptors (Table 1) allowing the pathogen to deliver urease, vacuolating toxin and other toxic metabolites to cause tissue damage and inflammation (1-3). H. pylori as well as animal gastric pathogens as H. mustelae and H. felis have developed an efficient flagellar apparatus allowing rapid and efficient penetration of the gastric mucus layer (3). Most interestingly, flagellae seems to be synthesized in the late stage of growth before the switch of spiral-shaped organisms to coccoidal forms in a liquid medium.